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“
E
X
C
U
S
E
I’m

a
little

late,”
sh
e
says

w
ith

a
d
isarm

in
g

fran
kn
ess.

“I’ve
been

m
ucking

out
the
horses

w
ith

the
children.”

N
ot
your

average
aristo,our

E
m
m
a.

V
ery
m
uch
a
sm
iling,highly

industrious
hands

on
girl.

W
e
are
taking

lunch
of
sublim

e
pheasant

and
lordly

sticky
toffee

pudding
at

B
elvoir

C
astle,the

w
onderfulcocoon

she
shares

w
ith
husband,their

four
children

and
a
heritage

stretching
back

a
thousand

years.
F
rom

the
noble

heights
of
B
elvoir

–
its

F
rench

for
beautifulview

and
they

pronounce
it
B
eaver

here
–
you
could,at

one
tim
e,look

out
38
m
iles
in
any

direction
and
you’d

stillbe
view
ing
the

R
utland

estate.
W
e
had
arrived

in
gentle,unhurried

style
by
coach,toddling

over
the
border

from
L
incolnshire

w
hich

w
as
our
base

for
a

three-day
visit

to
appropriately-titled

H
idden

E
ngland.

C
oaches

here
are
the
new
train

–
restful

havens
w
here

you
chat

to
fellow

travellers
over

a
cup
of
coffee,safe

in
the

know
ledge

the
cavern-sized

boot
has

m
ore
than

enough
room

for
any
am
ount

of
luggage.

L
incolnshire

itself
is
one
of
those

truly
m
arvellous

E
nglish

counties
just
aching

to
be
discovered.

A
nd,despite

being
at
the
heart

of
B
ritain’s

iron-sm
oothed

flatlands
folded

neatly
at
the
side
of
the
A
1,the

untram
m
elled

m
iles
of
beautifully

m
anicured

fields
hold

rare
secrets.

T
here

are
picture-postcard,

honey-stoned
villages

oozing
history

alongside
their

pots
of
tangy

hom
em
ade

chutneys.Tw
inkling

pristine
tow
ns
to

spend
a
dream

y
afternoon

m
using

over
tea
and
crum

pets.
T
hen,of

course,there
are
legendary

pubs,hotels
and
castles

–
just
like

B
eaver

–
w
here

you
luxuriate

in
cosy

room
s
and
im
m
erse
yourself

in
fine

dining
w
ith
a
distinctly

exclusive
local

flavour.
B
ecause,alongside

its
burgeoning

heritage,L
incoln’s

fair
county

is
all

about
food

–
and
lots
of
it.

It
produces

one-fifth
of
the
nation’s

needs
ands

hosts
the
area’s

distinctly
different

tastes
of
L
incoln

R
ed
beef,

stuffed
chine,plum

bread,L
incolnshire

sausages,L
incolnshire

Poacher
cheese,

fresh
ostrich

and
an
extraordinary

selection
of
fresh

vegetables.

H
one
in
on
L
incoln

itself
and
you’llfind

an
enthralling,highly

w
alkable

destination
city
steeped

in
E
nglish

heritage
and
vibrant

m
odern

w
aterfront.

T
he
im
posing

gothic
C
athedral–

one
of

the
three

largest
in
B
ritain

–
takes

centre
stage

and
featured

in
the
D
a
V
inciC

ode.
A
nd
the
rem
ains

of
L
incoln

C
astle,built

by
W
illiam

the
C
onqueror,are

hom
e
to

one
of
the
four

surviving
copies

of
M
agna

C
arta.

T
here

are
events

to
tem
pt
visitors

m
ost

of
the
year

w
ith
w
inter

dom
inated

by
the
legendary

C
hristm

as
M
arket

–
a

bew
ildering

but
w
ell-orchestrated

shopping
celebration.

A
lternatively,glide

to
the
land

of
pies,

just
a
crust’s

crim
p
aw
ay
in
M
elton

M
ow
bray

across
the
border

into
L
eicestershire.
H
ere
you
can
feast

your
eyes

on
castles

of
another

kind
–
giant,contented,hand

raised
pork

pies
w
ith
a
sublim

e
m
elt
in

the
m
outh

taste.
W
ith
exquisite

ease,m
aster

pie
m
aker,

Stephen
H
allam

produces
a
rotund

beauty
you
sim
ply
w
ant
to
nurture

rather
than

eat
at
a
dem
onstration

at
D
ickinson

&
M
orris’Y

e
O
lde
Pork

P
ie

Shoppe,the
oldest

pork
pie
bakery

in
the
tow
n.

B
ack
in
L
incolnshire,T

he
O
lde
B
arn

H
otelin

G
rantham

in
features

tapas
of

the
localkind

–
fish
balls,red

beef
faggots

and
curried

roast
parsnips.

D
ifferent,but

tasty,and
the
toasted

plum
b
bread,apple

and
cream

for
a

m
em
orable

dessert.
T
hat
set
us
up
for
a
guided

w
alk

through
Stam

ford,a
lovely

old
tow
n

that
w
on
favour

w
ith
Sir
W
alter

Scott
and,m

ore
recently,featured

in
P
ride

and
P
rejudice,starring

K
eira
K
nightley.

■
F
O
R
T
R
E
S
S
:
T
he
rem

ains
ofLincoln

C
astle

is
hom

e
to
one

ofthe
four

surviving
copies

ofM
a
gna

C
arta.

■
LO
V
E
LY

L
IN
C
O
L
N
:
B
ailga

te
(above)

and
the

stunning
ca
thedral
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C
am

ping
holidays

are
grow

ing
in
popularity

T
H
E
costofa

fam
ily
holiday

in
B
ritain

could
geteven

low
er
after

one
ofthe

leading
cam

ping
holiday

firm
s
has

announced
itw
illoffer

cam
ping

holidays
in
the

U
K
this

sum
m
er
for

the
firsttim

e
in
15
years.

E
urocam

p
U
K
E
sca
pes

–
partof

shortbreak
specialistH

olidaybreak
w
hich

also
ow
ns
S
uperbreak,is

offering
a
selection

ofpre-erected
fully

equipped
tentaccom

m
oda

tion
w
ith
beds,bed

linen
and

kitchen
area

w
ith
four-burner

hob
along

w
ith

crockery
and

utensils
on
nine

sites
in

the
Lake

D
istrict,S

now
donia,

Yorkshire,S
cotland

and
S
outh-W

est
E
ngland.
T
he
new

pro
g
ram

m
e
is
in

partnership
w
ith
T
he
N
a
tionalTrust

and
ForestH

olidays
–
opera

ting

entirely
w
ithin

the
Forestry

C
om
m
ission

E
sta
te.

E
urocam

p
dropped

U
K
cam

ping
holidays

in
1994

citing
lack

of
dem

and.N
ow
itclearly

sees
a
m
arket

for
keen

cam
pers

scared
offE

urope
by
high

living
costs

and
as
a
direct

sellopera
tor
w
illsellU

K
holidays

through
a
callcentre

ra
ther

than
H
igh

S
treettravela

gents.
O
utdoor

activities
availa

ble
w
ith
the

E
urocam

p
holidays

include
hill

w
alking,fishing,bird

w
a
tching

and
canoeing.ForestR

angers
w
illshare

know
ledge

ofsurvivalskills
like

safe
fire-m

aking,anim
altracking

and
shelter

building.
E
urocam

p’s
C
hris

H
ilton

says
they

are
rediscovering

the
em
otional

benefits
ofthe

outdoors,w
ildlife

and

na
turalsurroundings.
“M
em
bership

ofg
roups

like
the

N
a
tionalTrustand

R
S
P
B
has

risen
significantly

in
recentyears

and,as
w
e
do,dem

and
for
dom

estic
breaks

w
illbe

further
fuelled,”

he
said.

E
urocam

p’s
m
ove

is
a
boostfor

B
ritish

Tourism
W
eek

w
hich

began
on

M
arch

23.
S
am
ple
prices

from
E
urocam

p
include

£155
per

fam
ily
per

w
eekend

during
the

schoolsum
m
er
holidays.

T
hree

nights
in
the

Lake
D
istrict

from
A
pril17

starts
a
t£100

per
fam

ily
w
hile

seven
nights

in
the

N
ew
Forest

from
June

12
starts

a
t£240.

W
eekend

breaks
a
tE
urocam

p
sites

from
10-27

July
cost£155,w

hile
a

four-nightm
idw
eek

break
in
m
id-

A
ugustin

N
orth

Yorkshire
costs

£195.

●
B
edruthan

S
teps

H
otel&

S
pa
(01637

860
860)

in
N
orth

C
ornw

all
offers

reduced
price

of£260
per

night(dinner,B
&
B
)
for
tw
o
adults

and
up
to
tw
o
children

(a
ged

2-11)
on
dinner

from
A
pril4-18.G

uests
can

use
hotelleisure

facilities
or
join

free
activities

inclE
aster

E
g
g
hunt,

food-fora
ging

w
alks,dancing

lessons
and

others.

●
W
oolacom

be
B
ay
H
oliday

P
arks

(01271
870

343)
offers

three-nightbreak
from

A
pril10

for
£105

(totalprice
for
fam

ily
of

four)
and

sam
e
price

for
four

nights
from

A
pril13.A

ccom
in

fully-equipped
tw
o-bedroom

caravan
holiday

hom
es
w
ith

extensive
on-site

facilities.

●
C
hannelIslands

D
irect(08444

937
486)

offers
three

nights’B
&
B
a
tfour-star

Ferm
ain
V
alley

H
otel,five

m
ins’drive

from
S
tP
eter

P
ort,for

£259,saving
£81,

untilA
pril30,inclflights

ex-G
a
tw
ick
and

other
reg

deps.

●
K
en

B
ennett

travelled
to
E
ngland’s

E
ast

M
idlands

as
a
guest

of
the

C
oach

Tourism
C
ouncil.
T
he
councilprom

otes
excursions,short

breaks
and

holidays
by
coach

on
behalfof150

coach
tour

opera
tors

w
ho
offer

departures
across

the
U
K
.

V
isitw

w
w
.coachtourism

council.co.uk
to
find

a
na
tionalor

regionalopera
tor.M

any
opera

tors
fea
ture

tours
to
the

region,
com

bining
a
seaside

break
a
tS
kegness.

●
H
e
stayed

a
tT
he
R
am
ada,G

rantham
,just

offthe
A
1
w
hich

offers
a
choice

of89
en-suite

bedroom
s.P

hone
01476

593000
or

w
w
w
.ram

adag
rantham

.co.uk

●
H
e
tried

a
unique

selection
ofLincolnshire

tapas
a
tT
he
O
lde
B
arn

H
otelM

arston,
G
rantham

.P
hone

01400
250909

or
w
w
w
.theoldebarnhotel.co.uk.

●
B
elvoir

C
astle

fea
tures

in
the

H
idden

E
ngland

projectw
ith
exciting

happenings
in

the
castle

and
g
rounds

(w
w
w
.belvoircastle.com

).
●
H
e
dined

a
tthe

M
anners

A
rm
s
on
the

B
elvoir

E
sta
te
a
tK
nipton,Tel:01476

879222,
w
w
w
.m
annersarm

s.com
●
Ye
O
lde
P
ork

P
ie
S
hoppe

10
N
ottingham

S
treet,M

elton
M
ow
bray,Leicestershire,LE

13
1N
W
,tel:01664

562341,w
w
w
.porkpie.co.uk

Get
a
taste

of
the

Highlands
Y
O
U
can

alm
osttaste

the
w
hisky

in
the

air
in
the

S
cottish

H
ighlands.

T
his
is
proba

bly
because

you’re
never

far
from

a
distillery

–
especially

in
the

region
ofS

peyside
w
hich

boasts
over

50
esta

tes
dotted

around
the

R
iver

S
pey.

For
this

sm
all,lesser

know
n
corner

of
S
cotland,w

hisky
m
aking

is
a
serious

business
and

one
ofthe

m
ain
industries

in
the

area.
W
hich

is
w
hy
itw
as
the

idealplace
to

starta
w
eekend

tour
ofthe

finestdistilleries
S
cotland

has
to
offer.

W
e
based

ourselves
a
tthe

C
raigellachie

H
otelnear

A
berlour

halfw
ay
betw

een
A
berdeen

and
Inverness.

D
a
ting

back
to
1893,this

cosy
bed

and
breakfastis

hom
e
to
one

ofthe
finest

w
hisky

bars
in
the

w
orld

and
as
w
e

discovered,there
is
nothing

the
bartenders

can’tproduce.
From

here
it’s
a
shortdistance

to
som

e
ofthe

m
ostfam

ous
esta

tes,
such

as
G
lenlivetand

G
lenfiddich.

To
be
called

S
cotch

w
hisky

the
drink

m
ustbe

a
ged

for
a
tleast

three
years

and
a
day

before
it

can
be
bottled

and
sold.

A
tG
len
G
rant,w

hisky
is

a
ged

for
10
years

or
m
ore.

G
len
G
rantis

justone
ofthe

m
any

distilleries
open

to
the

public
a
tvarious

tim
es

throughoutthe
year.

H
ow
m
any

you
can

visitin
the

space
ofa

day
or
w
eekend

depends
on
your

m
ode

of
transportand

how
m
uch

you

intend
to
indulge

a
teach

one.
B
utthe

w
hisky

trailisn’tjustabouthaving
a
“w
ee
dram

”
–
although

itundoubtedly
form

s
a
large

partofthe
experience.

For
those

less
inclined

tow
ards

taking
a

“nip”
or
even

those
in
need

ofreviving
after

one
too

m
any,the

sm
ugglers’trails

up
a
t

the
G
lenlivetE

sta
te
provide

a
w
elcom

e
diversion.

E
ach

ofthe
signposted

w
alks

(w
hich

vary
in
length)

takes
you

across
the

hills
and

valleys,follow
ing
in
the

footsteps
of

the
w
hisky

pioneers
w
ho
illegally

m
ade

and
sold

the
stuffback

in
the

18th
century

aw
ay
from

the
prying

eyes
of

custom
s
and

excise.
●
A
lison

K
ershaw

’s
visitto

S
cotland

w
as
arranged

by
V
isitS

cotland
0845

2255
121/w

w
w
.visitscotland.com

■
S
C
E
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R
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:
enjoy

the
Lake

D
istrict
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